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RUARAIDH SACKVILLE HAMILTON 
 
 
Ruaraidh Sackville Hamilton is head of the T.T. Chang Genetic Resources Centre in the 
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in the Philippines, a position he has held 
since 2002. He graduated from the University of Cambridge in the UK with a BA in 
Applied Biology in 1975 and a PhD on plant genetic resources in 1980. Before coming to 
the Philippines he worked mainly in Colombia, Wales and Italy on many aspects of plant 
genetic resources including breeding, genetics, ecology, statistics, computer 
programming and data management. In the last 10 years or so, he has been involved with 
policy, law and intellectual property rights related to the management, use, exchange of 
plant genetic resources, particularly in relation to the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the protection of varieties bred by IRRI 
and its partners. 


