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1. The Technical Working Party for Vegetables (TWV), at its forty-fourth session, held in 
Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria, from July 5 to 9, 2010, agreed that it would be of great interest to 
receive a presentation by an expert of the Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO) of the 
European Union on the CPVO e-filing system at the forty-fifth session of the TWV. 
 
2. The expert from the European Union agreed to make a presentation in relation to 
Electronic application systems, in particular that covered by Proposal 2 “Use of information 
provided in an electronic version of the UPOV Model Application Form and Model 
UPOV TQ”. 
 
3. The CPVO has offered the possibility to make electronic applications to its applicants 
since March 2010. However, this is only possible for varieties of species for which an 
electronic technical questionnaire (e-TQ) has been created by the CPVO, and only in English. 
The application form and technical questionnaire are based upon the UPOV models, although 
modified to take into account specific aspects of the EU legislation on Community plant 
variety rights. Since then, the CPVO has steadily increased the number of e-TQs available to 
applicants based upon the relative importance of that species in the Community rights system 
(calculated by number of applications). So far, over 60 e-TQs are available, including those 
for the top 10 vegetable species, and many more will be put on line by the end of the year. 
The specific  e-TQs so far provide coverage for about 80% of applications filed with the 
CPVO to date. Since e-filing became possible as from March 2010, the number of such 
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e-applications has steadily increased, although there are differences in each crop sector, as is 
illustrated below: 
 
Crop Sector e-applications since March 

2010 
 

% e-application in relation to total 
applications 

Agriculture 63 6% 
Vegetable 144 25% 
Onamental 415 20% 
Fruit 6 3% 
TOTAL 628 16% 
 
4. The CPVO is currently working with member States of the European Union in order to 
eventually make this system or its template available to them for their national plant breeders 
rights and national listing systems.  If the system subsequently works well, the CPVO 
contemplates sharing this technology in the future with other interested members of UPOV. 
 
5. The subject matter is explained in more detail in the presentation in the annex to this 
document. 
 
 
 

[Annex follows] 



Electronic application systems

CPVO e-filing

UPOV TWV/45 Session 
Monterey, USA, 25-29 July 2011

Sergio Semon

1

2

• Introduction
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• The technical questionnaire
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• Ongoing and future developments

• Sharing the System with National Authorities

The CPVO on line application system
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Introduction

•The Office released its on-line application system in March 2010

•For a limited number of species, which gradually increased

•System only available in English for the moment

The CPVO on line application system

Introduction

•System developed internally with the help of an external company

•Technical basis: Zend Framework (Open Source software) and 
Oracle Database.

•Feedback applicants are regularly taken into account and 
implemented

The CPVO on line application system
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Introduction

•Meeting with ESA in March 2011 in order to collect feedback from
breeders: proposal to organise workshops

The CPVO on line application system

How to access?
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Client extranet
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8New Corporate Identity
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Thank you for your attention
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10TWC 2010 – Angers – CPVO Online Applications
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The application form
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The technical questionnaire?
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27TWC 2010 – Angers – CPVO Online Applications

• Possible actions:
• Print
• Duplicate
• Delete
• Sort

The on line application system

Some statistics
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Evolution of the proportion of on line applications on 
a monthly basis per crop sector

Overview of on the most important species 
subject of on-line applications (top 20)

SPECIES ONLINE TOTAL Ratio

Chrysanthemum L. 109 197 55%

Lactuca sativa L. 70 148 47%

Rosa L. 62 251 25%

Phalaenopsis Blume 41 55 75%

Lycopersicon esculentum Mill. 30 47 64%

Capsicum annuum L. 20 26 77%

Alstroemeria L. 19 27 70%

Dahlia Cav. 16 23 70%

Triticum aestivum L. emend. Fiori et Paol. 16 88 18%

Gerbera L. 15 42 36%

Hordeum vulgare L. sensu lato 14 56 25%

Beta vulgaris L. ssp. vulgaris var. altissima Döll 13 17 76%

Petunia Juss. 13 40 33%

Lilium L. 11 62 18%

Solanum tuberosum L. 9 73 12%

Coreopsis L. 8 8 100%

Echinacea Moench 8 8 100%

Petunia x atkinsiana D. Don 8 8 100%

x Doritaenopsis hort. 6 9 67%

Vanda Jones ex R. Br. 6 6 100%

41%
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Proportion of on-line applications (all sectors)
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Proportion of on-line applications in vegetable sector
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Ongoing and Future developments
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Ongoing developments

•Increase of the number of Technical Questionnaires available. Currently 
36 TO BE UPDATED Technical Questionnaires covering about 60% TO BE 
UPDATED of the applications (80% coverage for paper). Coverage in the 
agricultural and vegetable sector TO BE UPDATED ?

•System available in German, Dutch and French in the coming weeks

•Development of conditional display in order to have more user friendly 
forms

•Additional checks for consistency

The CPVO on line application system
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Promotion of the system

•Mailing to all applicants and their procedural representatives

•Announcement during months on the web site of the Office

•Presentation of the system to CPVO applicants during Fairs or 
visits

•Organisation of workshops? In cooperation with breeders’
associations?

The CPVO on line application system

•Reduced application fee?
Will be discussed during the next Administrative Council of the 
Office

•Exchange of data in xml format
The project will start in 2012

•Sharing the system with EU Member States

The CPVO on line application system

   TWV/45/22 
Annex, page 18



A common e-application system with 
National Authorities in the EU

for National Listing and
Plant Variety Rights
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•Sharing the system with National Authorities

The Office presented the system in 2010 to EU Member States 
interested with the intention to make it available to MS authorities 
willing to use it.

A meeting was organised in June 2010 in Paris and was attended 
by representatives of 11 Member States and the Commission

Various issues to be considered where discussed in a scenario 
where national authorities are interested in sharing the CPVO 
online application system

The CPVO on line application system
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•In particular

Applications for PVR or NLI would be made via the National web 
site or via a centralised web site

The main elements of the corporate identity of participating 
National Authorities could be taken over

The starting point for forms would be the CPVO set of questions 
but National authorities would have the possibility to add and 
manage an additional set of question

The e-signatures system of the CPVO could be taken over, or it 
would be up to each National Authority to develop its own system

The CPVO on line application system

•In particular

National Authorities would receive applications in pdf format or
similar

In the medium-longer term, it is the objective of the Office to set 
up an electronic exchange of data that can be downloaded 
directly in examination offices databases in future.

A pilot project was set up with GEVES for Maize and NAKT for 
tomato

The CPVO on line application system
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Thank you for your attention
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[End of Annex and of document]




