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REVISION OF TG/192

GUO Ling, Dong Leiming, SUN Yi
China National Botanical Garden

PURPOSE

TG/192/1, DUS of Ornamental Apple, 
was published in 2003 are no longer 
applicable to the newly emerging 
characteristics of new varieties. 

Our team drafted the China National 
Testing Guidelines for Ornamental 
Apple, which were published and 
implemented in 2024.
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MAIN DIFFERNCES BETWEEN TG/192/1 AND THIS REVISION
this revisionTG/192/1

4638Total number of 
characteristics

2
Inflorescence: type
Fruit: color of flesh

Number of characteristics 
removed

6
Tree: habit
Shoot: color
Petals: relative position of margins
Leaf blade: glossiness of upper side
Leaf blade: green color of upper side
Fruit: size

Number of characteristics 
improved

10
Tree: type
Fruit: diameter
Fruit: ratio height/diameter
One-year-old shoot: length of internode
Leaf blade: shape
Flower: petal attitude
Flower: petal stripes
Flower: stripes distribution
Flower: stripes color
Calyx: main color

Number of characteristics 
added

CHARACTERISTICS REMOVED
4. Inflorescence: type

There is only one type of inflorescence in Malus plants, the 
corymbiform. It can be mistaken for an umbrella 
inflorescence because the distance between the flowers is too 
short.

36. Fruit: color of flesh

From an ornamental perspective, we focus on the colour of 
the skin rather than the colour of the flesh, and the colour of 
the flesh is correlated with the main colour of the skin.
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CHARACTERISTICS IMPROVED

this revisionTG/192/1

Tree: type
2. Tree:
habit

Only varieties 
with Tree type: 
ramified: Tree: 
habit

this revisionTG/192/1

Fruit: height
29. Fruit:
size

Fruit: diameter

Fruit: ratio 
height/diameter
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explanationthis revisionTG/192/1

More clarityOne-year-old shoot: color3. Shoot: color

More clarity
Only varieties with Flower type: single: 
Flower: arrangement of petals  

10. Petals: relative
position of margins

Usually what we 
observe is the upper 
side (surface) of the 
leaves.

Leaf blade: glossiness
21. Leaf blade:
glossiness of upper
side

Usually what we 
observe is the upper 
side (surface) of the 
leaves.

Leaf blade: color
22. Leaf blade:
green color of upper 
side

CHARACTERISTICS ADDED
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explanationgroupthis revisionTG/192/1

These traits are 
important for 
ornamental value.

very short to very long (9 
groups)

One-year-old shoot: 
length of internode

light pink, pink, dark pink, 
purple red, purple (5 colours)

Only varieties with Flower: 
petal stripes: present: 
Flower: stripes color

green, green red, brown red, 
brown purple (4 colours)

Calyx: main color
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Proposals for New test guidelines
People’s  Republic of China

2025-02-13

Distribution of Acer L.

Acer L. (maple) is a widely distributed and highly diverse genus, playing an

important role in temperate forests of the Northern Hemisphere. There are over 150

species worldwide, mainly distributed in eastern Asia, as well as over 20 species in

North America and Europe.

---- The distribution of gen. Acer L.
The distribution of gen. Diteronia.
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Taxonomy of Acer L.

 Ⅰ. subg. Acer
（1）Sect. Platanoidea

（2）Sect. Palmata

（3）Sect. Oblonga

（4）Sect. Pubescentia

（5）Sect. Maxrantha

（6）Sect. Acer
（7）Sect. Ginnala
（8）Sect. Spicata

（9）Sect. Lithocarpa

（10）Sect. Parviflora

（11）Sect. Macrophylla

（12）Sect. Distyla

（13）Sect. Glabra

（14）Sect. Rubra

 ⅠⅠ. subg. Indivisa
（15）Sect. Indivisa

 ⅠⅠⅠ. subg. Negundo
（16）Sect. Negundo

（17）Sect. Cissifblia

（18）Sect. Arguta

Important horticultural maple trees

Acer palmatum

Acer fabri

Acer elegantulum

Acer pauciflorum

Acer japonicum

Acer shirasawanum

Acer platanoides

Acer truncatum

Acer campestre

Acer pseudoplatanus

Acer triflorum

Acer rubrum

Acer saccharinum

Acer cappadocicum

Acer tegmentosum

Acer saccharum

Acer negundo

Acer buergerianum

Acer coriaceifolium

Acer tenuifolium

Acer matsumurae

Acer amoenum
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Acer palmatum  
‘Feihong’

鸡爪槭 日本红枫

Acer palmatum
‘Sufengcanlan’

Acer palmatum
‘Hongfei’

New varieties of maple

Acer pubipalmatum
‘Siminghuoyan’

Acer elegantulum
‘Simingmeiwu’

Acer elegantulum
‘Caizhe’ 

Acer elegantulum
‘Simingmenghuan’

鸡爪槭日本红枫

5-8区，成树5.4米高，该品种直立生长，正确修剪的话，在冬季可

以形成非常漂亮的树枝形状，春季叶红色/紫色，秋季叶鲜艳砖红色。

库存：#3  22076  

Acer buergerianum  ‘Jinling Hong’

鸡爪槭 日本红枫

Acer buergerianum ‘Zijin Hong’

Acer shirasawanum ‘Moonrise’ Acer shirasawanum‘Jordan’ Acer shirasawanum‘Aureum’
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Acer platanoides ‘Crimson Sentry’
Crimson Sentry Norway Maple

Acer platanoides‘Princeton Gold’
Princeton Gold Norway Maple

Acer rubrum ‘Bowhall’
Bowhall Red Maple

NumberCountry or regionOrigin

2European UnionAcer campestre
1European UnionAcer longipes × Acer platanoides
23European Union

Acer palmatum
3New Zealand
7China
12Japan
3European UnionAcer palmatum × Acer pseudosieboldianum
3European Union

Acer platanoides 3Poland
3Switzerland
2European Union

Acer pseudoplatanus
1Canada
1European UnionHybrids between Acer platanoides and Acer truncatum
2European Union

Acer rubrum
1China
2European Union

Acer shirasawanum
1Canada
2European UnionAcer tataricum
2European UnionAcer truncatum
12ChinaAcer truncatum
13ChinaAcer elegantulum
4China

Acer buergerianum
1Japan
1ChinaAcer paxii Franch
1ChinaAcer pubipalatum
1ChinaAcer pseudosieboldianum
2ChinaAcer fabri
32China

Acer L.
2Japan

Maple varieties have been authorized in the world
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New TG for Ornamental maple 

• TG for ornamental maple (Acer L.) have not been published yet.

• So far, many varieties of Acer have been developed in the China, Japan,

the EU, Canada, and New Zealand.

• In China, Acer was listed in the protection list in 2017.

• Since 2025, 76 new maple varieties have been authorized in China.

1. Establish maple germplasm resource bank

in Zhejiang Province.

2. Living collections of 470 varieties of Acer

3. Establish a data resource library for over

400 varieties

4. Cultivated 19 new varieties of Acer.

5. A total 56 maple species from 18 sections

of Acer.

Team Background
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• The Chinese national Test guidelines for

maple have been published in 2021.
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• The Japanese Test guidelines for maple

have also been published.
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Proposal for new TG for ornamental maple

At present, only China and Japan have issued the testing guidelines for

ornamental maple.

TG for ornamental maple is urgently needed for the newly emerging of

new varieties.

TG for ornamental maple

• These Test Guidelines apply to all

vegetatively propagated varieties of

Acer L.

• The material is to be supplied in the

form of grafted trees.
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