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WELCOME AND OPENING 
 
1. The second meeting on electronic applications (EAM/3 meeting), which was held as a virtual meeting, was 
opened and chaired by Mr. Martin Ekvad, Director of Legal Affairs of UPOV, who welcomed the participants.  
 
2. The list of participants is reproduced in Annex I to this report.   
 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
3. The meeting adopted the draft agenda as proposed in document EAM/3/1. 
 
 
DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING UPOV e-PVP  
 
Overview of UPOV e-PVP 
 
4. The meeting considered document EAM/3/2 “Overview of UPOV e-PVP” and received a presentation 
by the Office of the Union on: 

• the use of UPOV e-PVP; 
• the financing of UPOV e-PVP components; 
• the current situation of UPOV e-PVP in terms of expression of interest to join one or more of UPOV 

e-PVP modules;  
• the UPOV’s data privacy notice. 

 
5. A copy of the presentation is reproduced in Annex II to this document.  
 
 
UPOV PRISMA 
 
6. The meeting considered document EAM/3/3 “UPOV PRISMA” and received a presentation by the Office 
of the Union on the developments concerning UPOV PRISMA since the second Meeting on Electronic 
Applications (“EAM/2 meeting”), a copy of which is reproduced in Annex II to this document.  
 
Use of UPOV PRISMA (as of February 29, 2024) 
 
7. The EAM/3 participants noted the information on the use of UPOV PRISMA as of February 29, 2024, 
as reported in Annex II of this report. 
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Launch of Version 2.10 (April 2024) 
 
8. The EAM/3 participants noted that UPOV PRISMA Version 2.10 will be deployed in April 2024, with the 
following: 

• 10 new UPOV Technical Questionnaires (TQ) and 40 updated ones; 
• Addition of 9 new crops for China; 
• Addition of 6 new crops for Morocco; 
• Addition of 2 new crops for Serbia; 
• Crop expansion for the United States of America to cover all crops and species. 

 
Other developments 
 

IT Quality Software Audit 
 
9. The Office of the Union recalled that a code audit had been organized, which had produced the following 
recommendations:  

(1) Implement best practices in terms of coding in order to avoid concurrency and performance issues; 
(2) Move to the cloud for a better resource management at infrastructure level and keep following the 

highest security standards; 
(3) Develop a dedicated configuration interface for a controlled management of the forms. 

 
10. The EAM/3 participants noted the report on the following plans for implementing the above 
recommendations: 

• Recommendation 1 (Best practices in terms of coding) was implemented in Version 2.8.  A new 
tool to assess security at code level is being used since Version 2.9; 

• Recommendations 2 (Migration to the cloud) and 3 (Development of a dedicated configuration 
interface) will be implemented in Version 2.10, subject to available resources. 

 
Improvement of user-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA 

 
11. The EAM/3 participants noted the report on the overview presented during the Task Force meeting held 
on November 14, 2023: 

• Number of applications, and proportion of applications filed via UPOV PRISMA compared to the 
number of applications not filed via UPOV PRISMA in each participating authority; 

• Need for original documents:  it is planned to revise the PVP office procedure with participating 
authorities to:  
o clarify participating authorities’ requirements in terms of non-digital documents (original documents, paper 

submissions) and ink signatures, and 
o clarify any impact on the filing date if such requirements are not met when filing via UPOV PRISMA; 

• The PVP office procedure information in UPOV PRISMA will be updated along with the revision 
referred to above. 

 
12. The EAM/3 participants noted that two design thinking workshops on user management were organized 
on December 4 and 7, 2023.  After an online consultation, a new design on user management was presented 
to the participants of the workshops on January 30, 2024.  It was agreed to split the user hierarchy into two 
dimensions: 

(1) User types:  applicant and agent; 
(2) User roles:  the different actions that a user type is entitled to carry out.  

 
13. The EAM/3 participants received a presentation from a representative of ISF providing feedback on the 
user management workshops.  A copy of the presentation is reproduced in Annex II to this document (slides 
26-29). 
 
14. The EAM/3 participants received a report on the progress related to the update of PVP Office 
Procedures as of March 18, 2024. 
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CPVO synchronization 

 
15. The EAM/3 participants noted that, in order to achieve and maintain synchronization of TQs between 
UPOV PRISMA and CPVO (see documents UPOV/EAF/16/3 “Report” paragraph 18, UPOV/EAF/17/3 “Report” 
paragraph 32 and UPOV/EAF/18/3 “Report” paragraph 12), the following projects had been agreed with CPVO: 

• Project 1:  “Audit” (current issues/ states of affairs) for exchange of data between UPOV PRISMA 
and CPVO in both directions (Status: completed); 

• Project 2:  Part A: Resolving current issues; Part B:  Synchronizing changes by UPOV/CPVO 
(Status: ongoing on the basis of information provided in Project 1); 

• Project 3:  Implementation of Project 2 outcome:  Bi-directional exchange of application data (lettuce, 
tomato, rose) (Status: ongoing on the basis of information provided in Project 1); 

• Project 4:  Bulk upload of Maize applications from UPOV to CPVO (Status:  ongoing on the basis of 
information provided in Project 1); 

• Project 5:  “Transitional arrangements”, to communicate to applicants about the situations in which 
they can use UPOV PRISMA for applications at the CPVO and the measures that need to be taken 
until all issues have been resolved (Status:  ongoing). 

 
16. The EAM/3 participants noted the report on each project (as of March 18, 2024), as presented in Annex II 
of this documentt.  
 
17. The EAM/3 participants noted that CPVO and UPOV are discussing the timelines in relation to the above 
projects taking into account the available resources.  
 
Plans for Version 3.0 
 
18. The EAM/3 participants noted that Version 3.0 was planned to be deployed in March 2025. 
 
19. The EAM/3 participants noted the plans for Version 3.0 as follows: 

(a) Migrate UPOV PRISMA to the cloud;  
(b) Implement the new screen design for Start New Application and Copy Application; 
(c) Improve user management functionality; 
(d) Add a “floating” menu for chapters in the generated form page;  
(e) Bulk Upload improvements: 

o fix pending issues: Stage, language, dropdown validation, 
o simplify the template:  Reuse of Applicant/Breeder/Representative/Correspondence Address, 
o add the possibility to use of Purdy’s notation for hybrids, 
o implement validation after upload to minimize errors; 

(f) PDF accessibility:  
o add document’s title and language in the properties, 
o title:  application data for “crop common name” in “authority name”, 
o language, 
o all elements should be tagged and follow a proper reading order. 

 
User-friendliness of the tool  
 
20. The EAM/3 participants noted that the following elements would be considered after 2024 to increase the 
user-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA: 

• Addition of non UPOV TQ characteristics in TQ Section 7 instead of TQ Section 5 (see document 
UPOV/EAF/17/3 “Report” paragraph 19);  

• Crop-specific TQs beyond Test Guidelines (see document UPOV/EAF/16/3 “Report” paragraph 18). 
 
New functionalities 
 
21. The EAM/3 participants noted that the following new functionalities would be considered for development: 

• Bulk Upload (for maize, United Kingdom); 
• Machine translation (see document UPOV/EAF/16/3 “Report” paragraph 18). 
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UPOV e-PVP Administration Module 
 
UPOV e-PVP administration Module Features 
 
22. The EAM/3 participants noted that the UPOV e-PVP Administration Module would provide for the 
following features to PVP offices: 

• Administer applications/grants; 
• Communicate with applicants/title holders; 
• Publish PVP data in the PVP office publication and PLUTO database. 

 
Developments since EAM/2 
 
23. The EAM/3 participants noted that, on October 26, 2023, Ghana signed the terms of use.  It is planned 
that Ghana will start using the UPOV e-PVP Standard Admin module in April 2024. 
 
24. The EAM/3 participants noted that, on November 28, 2023, the first application to Viet Nam was 
transferred through UPOV PRISMA to the UPOV e-PVP Admin Module. 
 
Costs  
 
25. The EAM/3 participants noted the following three options for hosting the service: 
 

(a) Hosting on a dedicated node:  the cost of UPOV hosting the service on the cloud, providing and 
configuring the new node, is borne by the UPOV member.  The UPOV cloud hosting service is 
provided in accordance with the conditions specified in an exchange of letters with the relevant 
UPOV member.  Typical annual cost of hosting is currently estimated at 1800 USD (50-100 
applications per year and less than 1,000 titles in force) or 2400 USD (1,000-2,000 applications per 
year and less than 10,000 titles in force).  This is calculated based on the current Amazon Web 
Service pricing scheme, which is subject to change.   

(b) Hosting on a shared node:  the cost of UPOV hosting the service on the cloud, providing and 
configuring the new node, is borne by the UPOV members sharing the node.  In this case, the cost 
will be divided between the members as per the conditions specified in an exchange of letters 
between the relevant UPOV members.  

(c) Hosting on an infrastructure owned and/or controlled by the UPOV member:  the cost of hosting 
and potential configurations is borne by the UPOV member. 

 
26. The Office of the Union recalled that customized versions of the UPOV e-PVP Administration Module 
according to the specific needs of members of the Union could be developed with UPOV where the necessary 
extra-budgetary resources were provided and subject to the resource implications for the Office of the Union. 
 
27. The EAM/3 participants noted, in the context of additional work on customization for Viet Nam, that a 
new work package has been agreed which includes: 

(a) uploading existing national variety description data; 
(b) retrieving data based on the crop (or set of crops sharing the same test guidelines). 

 
Future developments  
 
28. The EAM/3 participants noted that the following functionalities were anticipated in future releases: 

• Variety description data 
• Comparison of variety descriptions 
• Auto generation of application number  
• Rule-based automatic validation and status update in line with applicable legislation 
• Generation of certificate of breeder’s right grant 
• Consolidate data to generate reports.  
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DUS Exchange Module 
 
UPOV e-PVP DUS Report Exchange Module Features 
 
29. The EAM/3 participants noted that the UPOV e-PVP DUS Report Exchange Module would provide the 
following features for PVP offices: 

• Make existing DUS reports available to other UPOV members (option for bulk-uploading); 
• Obtain DUS reports 

o Search for existing DUS reports, 
o Make a request for information on the possibility to use a DUS report, 
o Communicate with the PVP Office providing the report, 
o Be informed that a request has been accepted, 
o Be informed when a DUS report is made available; 

• Track the history of each request. 
 
Developments since EAM/2 
 
30. The EAM/3 participants noted that the on September 28, 2023, Viet Nam became the first UPOV 
member to use UPOV e-PVP with the DUS Report Exchange Module component.  The 
Kingdom of the Netherlands has access to the component since December 2023. 
 
31. The EAM/3 participants noted that as of March 4, 2024, eight additional authorities expressed their intent 
to join in 2024:  

• Brazil 
• Canada 
• European Union 
• Georgia 
• Ghana 
• Morocco 
• New Zealand 
• United States of America.  

 
32. The EAM/3 participants noted that the European Union aims to make over 30,000 reports available.  
 
33. The EAM/3 participants noted that utility feature to upload information on the status of reports (whether 
the DUS examination is in progress or completed) in bulk has been improved to allow better feedback on the 
uploaded report data.  A demonstration of the utility feature was made at the EAM/3 Meeting. 
 
Future developments 
 
34. The EAM/3 participants noted that the following functionalities were anticipated in future releases: 

• Provide support for exchanging VCU (Value for Cultivation and Use) reports; 
• Add a new role for test centers: 

o Request by a PVP office to a test center to carry out a DUS test on behalf of the PVP office, 
o test results (DUS Reports) will be shared in the UPOV e-PVP DUS Report Exchange module to the 

requesting PVP office by the test centers. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
35. The next meeting of the EAM was agreed to be held as a hybrid meeting (physical/virtual means) on 
Tuesday October 22, 2024.  
 

36. This report was adopted by correspondence. 
 
 
 

[Annex I follows] 
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LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS / LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES 

(dans l’ordre alphabétique des noms français des membres / in the alphabetical order of the French names of the 
members / por orden alfabético de los nombres en francés de los miembros) 

I. MEMBRES / MEMBERS / MIEMBROS 

ALBANIE / ALBANIA 

Eni BULLAJ (Ms.), Testing Specialist, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Tirana  
(e-mail: eni.bullaj@eshff.gov.al) 

AFRIQUE DU SUD / SOUTH AFRICA / SUDÁFRICA 

Thapelo Martin SEKELE (Mr.), Variety Control Regisration Officer, Scientist Production, Directorate: Genetic 
Resources, Division: Plant Breeder's Rights, Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development, 
Pretoria  
(e-mail: ThapeloS@dalrrd.gov.za)  
Andani Robert MADZINGE (Mr.), Registrar, South African Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(DAFF), Pretoria  
(e-mail: AndaniMA@dalrrd.gov.za)  

BOLIVIE (ÉTAT PLURINATIONAL DE) / BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) / BOLIVIA 
(ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE) 

José Luis VACAFLOR DOMÍNGUEZ (Sr.), Responsable Nacional de Fiscalización y Registros de Semillas, 
Instituto Nacional de Innovación Agropecuaria y Forestal - INIAF, La Paz  
(e-mail: joseluisvacaflor@hotmail.com) 

CANADA / CANADA / CANADÁ 

Sarah GRENIER (Ms.), Program Officer, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA), Ottawa 
(e-mail: sarah.grenier@inspection.gc.ca) 

CHINE / CHINA 

Hankun CUI (Mr.), Information Administrator, Yizhuang Economic and Technological Development Zone, 
Beijing  
(e-mail: Cui2151916711@163.com) 
Renjing WAN (Mr.), Examiner, Development Center of Science and Technology (DCST), Beijing  
(e-mail: rjwan@jhun.edu) 
Xuhong YANG (Ms.), Senior Examiner, Division of DUS Tests, Development Center of Science and 
Technology (DCST), Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), Beijing  
(e-mail: yangxuhong@agri.gov.cn) 

COSTA RICA 

Alberto FALLAS BARRANTES (Sr.), Encargado, Registro de Variedades Protegidas, Oficina Nacional dej 
Semillas (OFINASE), San José  
(e-mail: afallas@ofinase.go.cr) 

ÉGYPTE / EGYPT / EGIPTO 

Shymaa ABOSHOSHA (Ms.), Agronomist, Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO), Central Administration for 
Seed Testing and Certification (CASC), Giza  
(e-mail: sh_z9@hotmail.com) 

ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE / UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

Jeffery HAYNES (Mr.), Commissioner, Plant Variety Protection Office, AMS, Science & Technology Program, 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Washington D.C. 
(e-mail: Jeffery.Haynes@usda.gov) 

mailto:ThapeloS@dalrrd.gov.za
mailto:rjwan@jhun.edu
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FRANCE / FRANCIA 

Catherine MALATIER (Mme), Assistante INOV, Groupe d’étude et de contrôle des variétés et des semences 
(GEVES), Beaucouzé cedex 
(e-mail: catherine.malatier@geves.fr) 
Yvane MERESSE (Mme), Responsable de l'Instance Nationale des Obtentions Végétales (INOV), Groupe 
d'Étude et de Contrôle des Variétés et des Semences (GEVES), Beaucouzé 
(e-mail: yvane.meresse@geves.fr) 

ISRAËL / ISRAEL 

Dikla DABBY-NAOR (Ms.), Chairperson, Plant Breeders' Rights Council, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Beit-Dagan  
(e-mail: diklad@moag.gov.il) 
Gavriel BARDOSH, Senior Coordinator, Plant Breeders' Rights Unit, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Beit-Dagan  
(e-mail: gabib@moag.gov.il) 

JAPON / JAPAN / JAPÓN 

Yoshiyuki OHNO (Mr.), Examiner, Intellectual Property Division, Export and International Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo 
(e-mail: yoshiyuki_ono300@maff.go.jp) 

KENYA / KENYA 

Gentrix Nasimiyu JUMA (Ms.), Principal Plant Examiner, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), 
Nairobi 
(e-mail: gjuma@kephis.org)  
Lucas SUVA (Mr.), Principal Plant Examiner, Ministry of Agriculture, Nairobi  
(e-mail: lsuva@kephis.org)  
Jacob CHEPTAIWA (Mr.), AG Head, Seed Certification and Plant Variety Office, Kenya Plant Health 
Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), Nairobi  
(e-mail: jcheptaiwa@kephis.org) 

MAROC / MOROCCO / MARRUECOS 

Zoubida TAOUSSI (Mme), Responsable de la protection des obtentions végétales, Office National de Sécurité 
Sanitaire de Produits Alimentaires (ONSSA), Rabat  
(e-mail: ztaoussi67@gmail.com) 

MEXIQUE / MEXICO / MÉXICO 

Raymundo Jesus ROSARIO REYES (Sr.), Subdirector de Registro y Control de Variedades, Servicio Nacional 
de Inspección y Certificación de Semillas (SNICS), Secretaria de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural (Agricultura), 
Ciudad de México  
(e-mail: raymundo.rosario@snics.gob.mx) 

NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE / NEW ZEALAND / NUEVA ZELANDIA 

Christopher James BARNABY (Mr.), PVR Manager / Assistant Commissioner, Plant Variety Rights Office, 
Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand, Ministry of Economic Development, Christchurch  
(e-mail: Chris.Barnaby@pvr.govt.nz) 

PAYS-BAS (ROYAUME DES) / NETHERLANDS (KINGDOM OF THE) / PAÍSES BAJOS (REINO DE LOS) 

Monique HOOGENBOOM-TEEUWEN (Ms.), Manager Team Support, Naktuinbouw Variety testing 
department, Naktuinbouw, Roelofarendsveen 
(e-mail: m.hoogenboom@rasraad.nl) 
Wim SANGSTER (Mr.), Vegetable Crop Specialist, Naktuinbouw, Roelofarendsveen 
(e-mail: w.sangster@naktuinbouw.nl) 

RÉPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA / REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / REPÚBLICA DE MOLDOVA  

Mihail MACHIDON (Mr.), Director, State Commission for Crops Variety Testing  (SCCVT), Chisinau  
(e-mail: info@cstsp.md) 

mailto:diklad@moag.gov.il
mailto:yoshiyuki_ono300@maff.go.jp
mailto:raymundo.rosario@snics.gob.mx
mailto:m.hoogenboom@rasraad.nl
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Ala GUSAN (Ms.), Chief expert, Patents Division, Inventions and Plant Varieties Department, State Agency 
on Intellectual Property of the Republic of Moldova (AGEPI), Chisinau  
(e-mail: ala.gusan@agepi.gov.md)  

ROYAUME-UNI / UNITED KINGDOM / REINO UNIDO 

Caroline POWER (Ms.), Subject Matter Expert Plant Varieties & Seeds, Senior Executive Officer (TARA), Plant 
and Bee Health Transformation Programme, Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA), Cambridge  
(e-mail: caroline.power@apha.gov.uk) 

SERBIE / SERBIA 

Gordana LONČAR (Ms.), Senior Adviser for Plant Variety protection, Plant Protection Directorate, Group for 
Plant Variety Protection and Biosafety, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Belgrade 
(e-mail: gordana.loncar@minpolj.gov.rs) 

SUISSE / SWITZERLAND / SUIZA 

Manuela BRAND (Ms.), Plant Variety Rights Office, Plant Health and Varieties, Office fédéral de l'agriculture 
(OFAG), Bern  
(e-mail: manuela.brand@blw.admin.ch) 

UKRAINE / UCRANIA 

Nataliia HOLICHENKO (Ms.), Head, Department of International Cooperation and Support of the UPOV 
Council Representative, Ukrainian Institute for Plant Variety Examination, Kyiv  
(e-mail: nataliia.holichenko@gmail.com) 
Snizhana LASHUK (Ms.), Research Officer, Department of Pending Applications, Examination of 
Denomination and Novelty, Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine, Kyiv  
(e-mail: lashuk_s@ukr.net) 
Nataliia SYPLYVA (Ms.), Ukrainian Institute for Plant Variety Examination, Kyiv 
(e-mail: natal23456@ukr.net) 
Liudmila KHUDOLII (Ms.), Ukrainian Institute for Plant Variety Examination, Kyiv  
(e-mail: hydoliyl4@gmail.com) 
Svitlana KOLYADENKO (Ms.), Ukrainian Institute for Plant Variety Examination, Kyiv  
(e-mail: skolyadenko@ukr.net) 

UNION EUROPÉENNE / EUROPEAN UNION / UNIÓN EUROPEA 

Jean MAISON (Mr.), Head of Unit ad interim, Plant Variety Expertise Unit, Community Plant Variety Office 
(CPVO), Angers, France  
(e-mail: maison@cpvo.europa.eu) 
Laetitia DENECHEAU (Ms.), Technical Expert for Ornamental Plants, Plant Variety Expertise Unit, Community 
Plant Variety Office (CPVO), Angers, France 
(e-mail: denecheau@cpvo.europa.eu) 
Ghislaine GUILBERT (Ms.), Sales of DUS reports Officer, Plant Variety Expertise Unit, Community Plant 
Variety Office (CPVO), Angers, France 
(e-mail: guilbert@cpvo.europa.eu) 
Marc ROUILLARD (Mr.), IT Project Manager, Digital Transformation Unit, Community Plant Variety Office 
(CPVO), Angers, France  
(e-mail: rouillard@cpvo.europa.eu) 

VIET NAM 

Pham Thai HA (Ms.), Officer, Department of Crop Production (DCP), Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO), 
Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Development, Hanoi  
(e-mail: hapvpo@gmail.com) 
Trang Thi Thu TRAN (Ms.), EAPVP Pilot Project Officer, Hanoi  
(e-mail: tranthutrang87209@gmail.com) 

mailto:lashuk_s@ukr.net
mailto:natal23456@ukr.net
mailto:hydoliyl4@gmail.com
mailto:maison@cpvo.europa.eu
mailto:guilbert@cpvo.europa.eu
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II. ORGANISATIONS / ORGANIZATIONS / ORGANIZACIONES 

COMMUNAUTÉ INTERNATIONALE DES OBTENTEURS DE PLANTES HORTICOLES À REPRODUCTION 
ASEXUÉE (CIOPORA) / INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF BREEDERS OF ASEXUALLY REPRODUCED 
HORTICULTURAL PLANTS (CIOPORA) / COMUNIDAD INTERNACIONAL DE OBTENTORES DE 
PLANTAS HORTÍCOLAS DE REPRODUCCIÓN ASEXUADA (CIOPORA) 

Hélène JOURDAN (Mme), Secrétaire générale, Association des Obtenteurs Horticoles Européens (AOHE), 
Responsable COV & Marques, Meilland International S.A., Le Luc en Provence, France  
(e-mail: licprot@meilland.com) 
Paulo PERALTA (Mr.), Technical Expert, International Community of Breeders of Asexually Reproduced 
Horticultural Plants (CIOPORA), Hamburg, Germany  
(e-mail: paulo.peralta@ciopora.org) 

CROPLIFE INTERNATIONAL 

Marcel BRUINS (Mr.), Consultant, CropLife International, Bruxelles, Belgium 
(e-mail: marcel@bruinsseedconsultancy.com) 

INTERNATIONAL SEED FEDERATION (ISF) 

Szonja CSÖRGÖ (Ms.), Intellectual Property and Legal Affairs Manager, International Seed Federation (ISF), 
Nyon, Switzerland 
(e-mail: s.csorgo@worldseed.org) 
Astrid M. SCHENKEVELD (Ms.), Specialist Plant breeder's rights & variety registration, Plant breeder's rights 
& variety registration | Legal, Rijk Zwaan Zaadteelt en Zaadhandel B.V., De Lier, Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 
(e-mail: a.schenkeveld@rijkzwaan.nl) 
Emerson LIMBERGER (Mr.), Technical Manager (Corteva Agriscience), Corteva Agriscence, Aussonne, 
France  
(e-mail: emerson.limberger@corteva.com)  
Rose-Lyne SCHOTTLER (Ms.), PVP Analyst and Coordinator, CORTEVA, Aussonne, France  
(e-mail: roselyne.schottler@corteva.com) 
Maria José VILLALÓN-ROBLES (Ms.), EMEA Vegetable Seeds PVP Lead, Bayer - Crop Science,  
Bergschenhoek, Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 
(e-mail: mariajose.villalonrobles@bayer.com) 
Frank MICHIELS (Mr.), Global PVP manager GBI/BG, BASF, Gent, Belgium  
(e-mail: frank.michiels@basf.com) 

SEED ASSOCIATION OF THE AMERICAS (SAA) 

Diego A. RISSO DESIRELLO (Mr.), Director Ejecutivo, Seed Association of the Americas (SAA), Montevideo, 
Uruguay 
(e-mail: drisso@saaseed.org) 

III. BUREAU / OFFICER / OFICINA 

Martin EKVAD (Mr.), Chair 

IV. BUREAU DE L’UPOV / OFFICE OF UPOV / OFICINA DE LA UPOV 

Yolanda HUERTA (Ms.), Vice Secretary-General 
Leontino TAVEIRA (Mr.), Director of Global Development and Technical Affairs 
Martin Ekvad (Mr.), Director of Legal Affairs 
Hend MADHOUR (Ms.), Head of IT 
Manabu SUZUKI (Mr.), Technical/Regional Officer (Asia) 
Kees VAN ETTEKOVEN (Mr.), Technical Expert 
Ariane BESSE (Ms.), Administrative Assistant 
Kasumi FALQUET (Ms.), Agency Worker 

[L’annexe II suit/ 
Annex II follows/ 

Sigue el Anexo II] 

mailto:a.schenkeveld@rijkzwaan.nl
mailto:roselyne.schottler@corteva.com
mailto:mariajose.villalonrobles@bayer.com


EAM/3/6 

ANNEX II 

Meeting on electronic 
applications

Geneva, March 18, 2024

Developments concerning 
UPOV  e-PVP

Document EAM/3/2
‘Overview of UPOV e-PVP’

UPOV e-PVP 
Administration 

Module

PVP Office

PVP Office

PVP Office

APPLICAN
T

PVP O
FFICE

OT
HE

R 
PV

P 
O

FF
IC

ES

UPOV e-PVP

UPOV e-PVP 
DUS Report Exchange  

Module

3



EAM/3/6
Annex II, page 2 

• UPOV e-PVP was launched on September 28, 2023.  Viet Nam was the first UPOV member
joining UPOV e-PVP by using the full package of components.

• On November 28,2023, the first application to Viet Nam was transferred through UPOV 
PRISMA to the UPOV e-PVP Admin Module.

• On December 22, 2023, the Kingdom of the Netherlands became the second UPOV member
using UPOV e-PVP DUS Exchange Module

4

Use of UPOV e-PVP

Financing of UPOV e-PVP components

Exceptions (covered by the relevant UPOV member)UPOV e-PVP components (covered by UPOV Regular 
Budget  (including UPOV PRISMA/PLUTO fees), JP Fund In 
Trust,  NL MoU)

1. Translation costs if non-UPOV language
2. Development and maintenanance of customized PDF 

layout.

UPOV PRISMA

1. On boarding cost (in case of data migration)
2. Customization development and maintenance (if

applicable)
3. Cloud storage

UPOV e-PVP Admin

Customization development and maintenance (if 
applicable)

UPOV e-PVP DUS Exchange 

NAPLUTO

Current situation of UPOV e-PVP

UPOV e-PVP DUS
Exchange Module

UPOV e-PVP Admin
Module

UPOV PRISMA*UPOV Member

(X)Brazil
(X)XCanada
(X)XEuropean Union
(X)XGeorgia
(X)(X)(X)Ghana
(X)XMorocco
XXNetherlands (Kingdom

of)
(X)XNew Zealand
(X)XUnited States of America

XXXViet Nam

X: already using
(X): commited to use

* 26 out of 36 UPOV PRISMA participating authorities have not yet
expressed their interest to join UPOV e-PVP admin and/or DUS Exchange 
module 
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7

Data Privacy 

• Ensure that personal data is processed in a way 
compliant with best practices.

• Ensure that Personal Data is kept accurate and 
up to date to fulfil the specified purposes for 
which it was collected.

• Ensure appropriate protection of its 
confidentiality

• Safeguard the Personal Data from risks such as 
unauthorized access, modification or
destruction, accidental loss, etc

https://www.upov.int/about/en/privacy_notice.html

8

Document EAM/3/3
‘UPOV PRISMA’
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• Use of UPOV PRISMA
• Plans 2024-2025
• Other developments

10

PREVIEW
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• Use of UPOV PRISMA
• Plans 2024-2025
• Other developments

12

PREVIEW
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Plans 2024-2025

WhatWhenVersion 

1. 10 new UPOV TQs and 40 updated ones.

2. China : 9 new crops

3. Morocco: 6 new crops

4. Serbia : 2 new crops

5. United States of America: All crops and species

April 2024Version 2.10

1. Move to the cloud

2. New user interfaces

3. Improvement of user management

4. Improvement of bulk upload

5. Accessibility

March 2025Version 3.0

• Use of UPOV PRISMA
• Plans 2024-2025
• Other developments

14

PREVIEW

• IT Quality Software Audit
• Improvement of user-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA
• CPVO Synchronization

15
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• Implement best practices in terms of coding in order to avoid concurrency and
performance issues;

• Move to the cloud for a better resource management at infrastructure level and
keep following the highest security standards ;

• Develop a dedicated configuration interface for a controlled management of the
forms;

16

Software quality improvement
Code Audit 

Implemented in Version 2.8

In Progress 

In Progress 

• IT Quality Software Audit
• Improvement of user-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA
• CPVO Synchronization

17

• IT Quality Software Audit
• Improvement of user-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA

• User Management workshop
• Feedback from ISF
• PVP Office Procedure

• CPVO Synchronization

18
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• Two design thinking workshops on User management :
• December 4, 2023
• December 7, 2023

• After an online consultation, a final version was presented on January 30, 2024. 

19

User-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA
User Management Workshop

20

Breeder: the user is a legal entity or a person who bred, or discovered and developed 
a variety and files for variety certificates of his/her ownership
Applicant: the user is a legal entity or a  person who is an employee or associate of a 
plant breeding organization (company, university, institution etc) and files for variety 
certificates on behalf of that organization 
Person filing the form on their behalf

USER TYPE-
APPLICANT:

User-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA
User Management Workshop: outcome

21

The user is a person who is an employee or associate of an intellectual property/law/commercial firm 
contracted by an applicant to file on their behalf in a given territory

A delegate (where delegate and applicant are in different countries) : In this case, the 
user will take care of the full process and will appoint a local agent.
An agent :
• where agent and applicant are in the same country : In this case, the user can either 

take care of the full process or be appointed by another user (APPLICANT or 
REPRESENTATIVE).

• where agent and applicant are not in the same country : In this case, the user can be
appointed by another user (APPLICANT or REPRESENTATIVE).

USER TYPE-
REPRESENTATIVE:

User-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA
User Management Workshop: outcome
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22

Manage roles: this role grants any user the ability to add, remove or change roles of 
other users within its organization or its organization’s delegates
Start: this role grants any user the ability to start a new application for him/herself or on 
behalf of an applicant to whom he/she is associated
Edit: this role grants any user the ability to make changes in an existing application to 
which he/she is associated. If edit = FALSE, that grants VIEW ONLY role
Preview: this role grants any user the ability to see the draft version in the official lay-out 
of the application before submitting

User roles (are 
the actions 

granted to a user 
type)

User-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA
User Management Workshop: outcome

23

Copy: this role grants any user the ability to import filled fields from a previous application
Delete: this role grants any user the ability to delete an existing application to which 
he/she is associated
Sign/Submit: this role grants any user the ability to sign/submit an existing application to 
which he/she is associated
Pay: this role grants any user the ability to pay the UPOV PRISMA fees and receive the 
invoice with his/her billing address
Appoint Agent: invite an agent to have access to your application

User roles (are 
the actions 

granted to a user 
type)

User-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA
User Management Workshop: outcome

24
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• IT Quality Software Audit
• Improvement of user-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA

• User Management workshop
• Feedback from ISF
• PVP Office Procedure

• CPVO Synchronization

25

UPOV EAM – PRISMA development
ISF group suggestions

Emerson Limberger
March, 2024

Data structure before UI
 Entities:
 define key entities like users and roles
 remove ambiguous and unnecessary entities

 Attributes:
 define attributes for user types and user roles
 remove ambiguous attributes

• Create the data structure: Database Design
• Fields and displays can be easily added or removed in an UI if the backbone structure is well defined
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Summary
Great progress has been made in data attributes and data entities (user roles and user types)
Next steps should define more entities and entity relationship  ER
The success of the architecture created in the database will allow success in an intuitive and simple user 
interface  UI
• Less fields to manually fill during application
• More data integrity and reliability

Chemin du Reposoir 7 | 1260 Nyon | Switzerland www.worldseed.org

Seed is Life

IT Quality Software Audit
Improvement of user-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA

• User Management workshop
• Feedback from ISF
• PVP Office Procedure

CPVO Synchronization

30
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• At the Task Force meeting held on November 14, 2023, it was agreed on the
following:

• Need for original documents: It is planned to revise the PVP office procedure with all
participating authorities in order to:

• Clarify participating authorities’ requirements in terms of non-digital documents (original 
documents, paper submissions) and ink signatures, and;

• Clarify any impact on the filing date if such requirements are not met when filing electronically
through PRISMA

• Following the revision referred to above, the PVP office procedure information in
UPOV PRISMA will be updated

31

User-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA

- 17 updated
- 9 confirmed for no change

• Website has been updated accordingly

PVP Office Procedures update status

32

On February 3, 2024, an email to confirm or update the 
PVP Office Procedures to:
- the account holders of PVP Office Admin and PVP Officer
- contact persons in addition for reminders

32 Authorities

Note: United Kingdom is not included in the list

African Intellectual Property 
Organization (OAPI)
Australia
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
European Union
France
Georgia
Kenya
Morocco
Mexico
Netherlands (Kingdom of the)
New Zealand
Norway
Peru
Republic of Moldova
Republic of Korea
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Serbia
South Africa
Sweden
Switzerland
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
United States of America
Uruguay
Viet Nam

• 26 Authorities replied (81%)

African Intellectual Property 
Organization (OAPI)
Australia
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
European Union
France
Georgia
Kenya
Morocco
Mexico
Netherlands (Kingdom of the)
New Zealand
Norway
Peru
Republic of Moldova
Republic of Korea
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Serbia
South Africa
Sweden
Switzerland
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
United States of America
Uruguay
Viet Nam

• 6 Authorities have not replied (19%)

- reminders sent

Replies to requirements in terms of non-digital documents

33

• Dominican Republic
- initiative to take away the requirement. To follow up.

• Republic of Korea
- already not required if applied without using UPOV PRISMA
but the national online system and of UPOV PRISMA are not
linked.

• Serbia
- initiative to take away the requirement. To follow up.

• South Africa
- the current PBR Act requires original signed documents.



EAM/3/6 
Annex II, page 12 

PVP Office Procedures update result

34

• 81% (26/32 Authorities) confirmed / updated

• 5 authorities to follow-up for update/ confirmation

• Now information available for Dominican Republic and Uruguay

• Information for Colombia and Ecuador to be added

• Confirm annually if there has been any update made

• Information on account holders of PVP Office Admin and PVP Officer to be
updated / confirmed

35

• IT Quality Software Audit
• Improvement of user-friendliness of UPOV PRISMA
• CPVO Synchronization

36
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CPVO participation in UPOV PRISMA
In order to achieve and maintain synchronization of TQs between UPOV PRISMA and CPVO (see 
document UPOV/EAF/16/3 “Report” paragraph 18, document UPOV/EAF/17/3 “Report” paragraph 
32 and document UPOV/EAF/18/3 “Report”, paragraph 12) the following projects have been agreed 
with CPVO:

• Project 1: “Audit” (current issues/ states of affairs) for exchange of data between UPOV PRISMA 
and CPVO in both directions

• Project 2: Part A: Resolving current issues; Part B : Synchronizing changes by UPOV/CPVO 

• Project 3: Implementation of Project 2 outcome:  Bi-directional exchange of application data 
(lettuce, tomato, rose) 

• Project 4: Bulk upload of Maize applications from UPOV to CPVO 

• Project 5: “Transitional arrangements”, to communicate to applicants about the situations in 
which they can use UPOV PRISMA for applications at the CPVO and the measures that need to be
taken until all issues have been resolved 

37

• Migration to the new REST API
• The new communication was deployed on February 20, 2024.

• Project 2 :
• Lettuce : ongoing
• Plan to test the simplified way to save TQ characteristics questions

38

Project 2 and 3

• Proof of concept : completed
• The bulk upload (QZ Maize) was used in November 2022 and

November 2023 (Pilot with Corteva)
• Bulk Invoice : in progress (Version 3.0)

39

Project 4
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• Information to stakeholders will continue to take place in the Task Force and EAM
meetings

• Next Task Force meeting: May 13th, 2024 at 10:30 AM.

40

Project 5: Information to stakeholders

41

Document EAM/3/4
‘UPOV e-PVP 
ADMINISTRATION MODULE’
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• UPOV e-PVP Administration Module Features
• Developments since EAM/2
• Cost
• Future developments

PREVIEW

• Administer applications/grants
• Communicate with applicants/title holders
• Publish PVP data in the PVP office publication and PLUTO database

44

UPOV e-PVP Administration Module Features

• UPOV e-PVP Administration Module Features
• Developments since EAM/2
• Cost
• Future developments

PREVIEW
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• On October 26, 2023, Ghana signed the terms of use. It is planned that Ghana starts using UPOV e-PVP
Standard Admin module in April 2024.

• On November 28,2023, the first application to Viet Nam was transferred through UPOV PRISMA to the
UPOV e-PVP Admin Module.

46

Developments since EAM/2

• UPOV e-PVP Administration Module Features
• Developments since EAM/2
• Cost
• Future developments

PREVIEW

48

Host on a dedicated node: Typical annual cost of hosting is currently estimated at :
1800 USD (50-100 applications per year and less than 1,000 titles in force)  2400 USD 
(1,000-2,000 applications per year and less than 10,000 titles in force). 
Host on a shared node : The cost stated above will be divided between the members as 
per the conditions specified in an exchange of letters with the relevant UPOV 
members. 

Host on infrastructure owned and/or controlled by the UPOV member. The cost of 
hosting and potential configurations is borne by the UPOV member.

Hosting options

UPOV e-PVP Admin Module
Hosting costs
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49

Versions of the UPOV e-PVP Administration Module customized according to the 
specific needs of UPOV members can be developed in co-operation with UPOV. All the 
necessary resources are provided by the UPOV member and subject to the priorities of 
the Office of the Union.

Additional work on customization for Viet Nam:
1.Upload existing national variety description data
2.Retrieve data based on the crop (or set of crops sharing the same test guidelines)

Customization

UPOV e-PVP Admin Module
Customization costs

• UPOV e-PVP Administration Module Features
• Developments since EAM/2
• Cost
• Future developments

PREVIEW

Functionalities
• Auto generation of application number
• Rule-based automatic validation and status update in line with applicable

legislation
• Generation of certificate of breeder’s right grant
• Consolidate data to generate reports.

51

Future Developments
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Document EAM/3/5
‘UPOV e-PVP DUS Report 
Exchange MODULE’

• Developments since EAM/2
• Future Developments

PREVIEW
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• In September 2023, initially with Viet Nam as the sole participant.
• The Kingdom of the Netherlands : access to the system in December 2023.
• As of March 4, 2024, eight additional authorities expressing their intent to join in 2024: 

• Brazil
• Canada
• European Union
• Georgia
• Ghana
• Morocco
• New Zealand
• United States of America. 

• Notably, the European Union aims to make over 30,000 reports available. 

New joining authorities in 2024

Ongoing work
Bulk upload utility: upload information on the status of reports in Excel format provided by the participating countries
(whether the DUS examination is in progress or completed) in bulk

The following APIs will be made available:
• Create a new report : to push report information at the time when a DUS examination starts.
• Keep the status of report list up to date :

• update report fields (such as denomination, breeder etc) if there is any change during the examination period.

• change status of report to “Prepared” when a report is produced and can be made available.

• change status of report to “READY

• contact Requesting PVP Office : to upload interim reports as attachments.

• Transfer request information made through UPOV e-PVP DUS exchange to national/regional systems

• Transfer progress on processing request to UPOV e-PVP DUS Exchange module.

Bulk Upload Utility
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Bulk Upload Utility

• Developments since EAM/2
• Future Developments

PREVIEW

Future work
• Provide support for exchanging VCU (Value for Cultivation and Use) reports if needed;
• Add a new role for DUS test centers:

o Accept request  from PVP offices;
o Share test results (Report) with the PVP office when the PVPO commissions/delegates to DUS test 

centers.
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61

UPOV e-PVP 
Administration 

Module

PVP Office

PVP Office

PVP Office
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UPOV e-PVP

UPOV e-PVP 
DUS Report Exchange  

Module

62

International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants

For further information on UPOV e-PVP:

upovepvp@upov.int

https://www.upov.int/upovepvp
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Next EAM/4 Meeting : 
 Tuesday October 22, 2024

Hybrid

64

[End of Annex II and of document] 
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