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DATE: June 26, 1987 

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PROTECTION OF NEW VARIETIES OF PLANTS 

GENEVA 

COUNCIL 

Sixth Extraordinary Session 

Geneva, September 29, 1986 

REPORT 

noted by the Consultative Committee 

Convocation of the Session 

1. Pursuant to Article 19 of the 1978 Act of the International Convention 
for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants and to Rule 4(3) of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Council of the International Union for the Protection of New 
Varieties of Plants (UPOV) (hereinafter referred to as "the Council"), the 
sixth extraordinary session of the Council was convened, upon instruction of 
the President of the Council, Mr. J. Rigot (Belgium), by a written notifica
tion to the member States of UPOV emanating from the Secretary-General of 
UPOV, to meet at the headquarters ofUPOV on September 29, 1986. 

Opening of the Session 

2. The sixth extraordinary session of the Council was held in Geneva on 
September 29, 1986, and was opened and presided over by the President of the 
Council. 

3. The list of participants appears in the Annex to this report. 

Agenda 

4. The only item on the agenda was the appointment of a new Vice Secretary
General of UPOV. 
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Appointment ·of a Vice-Secretary General 

5. The President made a statement extolling the merits of Dr. Heribert Mast, 
Vice Secretary-General of UPOV since March 4, 1974, who had submitted, for 
reasons of health, his resignation on August 11, 1986, and had passed away on 
August 15, 1986. The Council observed a minute of silence in his memory. 

6. The President recalled that, under Article 21 of the 1978 Act of the UPOV 
Convention, it was for the Council to appoint a Vice Secretary-General and 
determine the terms of his appointment and that Article 7 of the Agreement 
between the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and UPOV called 
for that appointment to take place after the Council had sought the agreement 
of the Secretary-General of UPOV. Further, the President noted that, since 
the session had been convened with a notice of less than two months, Rule 4(4) 
of the Rules of Procedure of the Council required that decisions of the 
Council be made without a dissenting vote. 

7. The President noted that applications concerning five candidatures for 
the post of Vice Secretary-General of UPOV had been submitted by governments, 
four of which had reached the Secretary-General of UPOV by September 15, 1986, 
the date fixed in the announcement of the post, namely (in the chronological 
order received) those of Dr. Walter Gfeller (Switzerland), Mr. B. Bar-Tel 
(Israel), Mr. F.C. Espenhain (Denmark), Mr. M.J. Kuiper (Netherlands), and 
that the fifth, namely that of Professor Italo Eynard (Italy), had been 
received on September 17, 1986. 

8. Following statements made by the President and the Secretary-General in 
which each indicated what were the desirable qualities of a Vice Secretary
General, the Secretary-General reviewed the qualifications and experience of 
each of the candidates and said that he would welcome the choice of Dr. Walter 
Gfeller (Switzerland) for appointment by the Council to the post of Vice 
Secretary-General. 

9. After a full discussion, in which the delegations of Denmark, France, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States of America made state
ments and the Secretary-General replied to questions and, following a suspen
sion of the meeting to enable further consultations among the delegations, the 
Council decided, without a dissenting vote, to appoint Dr. Walter Gfeller 
(Switzerland) to the post of Vice Secretary-General of UPOV. The Council also 
decided that the terms of his appointment would be those set forth in the 
descriptions of that post as appearing in the Annex to Note C.U 1138 of 
August 15, 1986. 

10. Upon the proposal of the Delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
the Council decided that the Office of the Union should prepare, for considera
tion at a future session of the Council, a paper outlining the possible proce
dures that could be followed in the selection of candidates for the post of 
Vice Secretary-General of UPOV. 

11. This report was noted by the Con
sultative Committee at its thirty-fourth 
session, on December 1, 1986. 

[Annex follows] 
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ANNEX/ANNEXE/ANLAGE 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS/LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS/TEILNEHMERLISTE 

I. MEMBER STATES/ETATS MEMBRES/VERBANDSSTAATEN 

BELGIUM/BELGIQUE/BELGIEN 

M. J. RIGOT, Ingenieur en chef, Directeur au Ministere de 1 'agriculture, 
39, route d'Anderlues, 6530 Thuin 

DENMARK/DANEMARK/DAENEMARK 

Mr. H. WANSCHER, Director, 
1216 Copenhagen K 

FRANCE/FRANKREICH 

Ministry of Agriculture, Slotsholmsgade 10, 

M. M. SIMON, Secretaire general, Comite de 1a protection des obtentions vege
tales, 11, rue Jean Nicot, 75007 Paris 

GERMANY (FED. REP. OF)/ALLEMAGNE (REP. FED. D')/DEUTSCHLAND (BUNDESREPUBLIK) 

Mr. W. BURR, Regierungsdirektor, Bundesministerium fur Ernahrung, Landwirtschaft 
und Forsten, Rochusstrasse 1, 5300 Bonn 

M. H.-G. BREITENBACH, Consul General, Mission permanente de la Republigue 
federale d'Allemagne, 28c, chemin du Petit-Saconnex, 1211 Geneve 19, Suisse 

HUNGARY/HONGRIE/UNGARN 

Dr. J. BOBROVSZKY, Head of Legal and International Department, National Office of 
Inventions, P.O. Box 552, 1370 Budapest 5 

IRELAND/IRLANDE/ IRLAND 

M. M. FLYNN, Ministre, Representant permanent adjoint, Mission permanente de 
l'Irlande, 45-47, rue de Lausanne, 1201 Geneve, Suisse 

ISRAEL 

Mr. A. MILLO, Minister - Counsellor, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent 
Mission of Israel, 9, chemin Bonvent, 1216 Cointrin, Switzerland 
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Dr. B. PALESTINI, Chief Inspector, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, D.G. 
Produzione Agricola, 20, Via XX Settembre, 00197 Rome 

M. G. CASSINI, Premier conseiller, Mission Permanente d' Italie, 10, chernin de 
l'Imperatrice, 1292 Pregny, Suisse 

JAPAN/JAPON/JAPAN 

Mr. M. KAKIBAYA, Di rector, Seeds and Seedlings Di v., Agricultural Production 
Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Tokyo 

Mr. N. INOUE, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Japan, 10, avenue de Bude, 
1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland 

NETHERLANDS/PAYS-BAS/NIEDERLANDE 

Mr. W.F.S. DUFFHUES, Director, Arable Crops and Horticulture, Ministry of Agri
culture and Fisheries, Bezuidenhoutseweg 73, The Hague 

NEW ZEALAND/NOUVELLE-ZELANDE/NEUSEELAND 

Mr. B.T. LINEHAM, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of New 
Zealand, 28a, chernin du Petit-Saconnex, 1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland 

SOUTH AFRICA/AFRIQUE DU SUD/SUEDAFRIKA 

Mr. J.U. RIETMANN, Agricultural Counsellor, South African Embassy, 59, Quai 
d'Orsay, 75007 Paris, France 

SPAIN/ESPAGNE/SPANIEN 

M. R. LOPEZ DE HARO Y WOOD, Subdirector Tecnico de Laboratorios y Registro de 
Variedades, Instituto Nacional de Semillas y Plantas de Vivero, Jose 
Abasca1 56, 28003 Madrid 

SWEDEN/SUEDE/SCHWEDEN 

Mr. S. MEJEGAARD, President of Division of the Court of Appeal, Armfeltsgatan 4, 
115 34 Stockholm 

SWITZERLAND/SUISSE/SCHWEIZ 

M. J. -P. VETTOVAGLIA, Ministre, Representant permanent adjoint, Mission perma
nente de la Suisse, 9 - 11, rue de Varembe, 1211 Geneve 20 

M. W. FREI, Deuxieme secretaire, Mission permanente de la Suisse, 9 - 11, rue de 
Varernbe, 1211 Geneve 20 
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UNITED KINGDOM/ROYAUME-UNl/VEREINIGTES KOENIGREICH 

0847 

Mr. J. HARVEY, Controller of Plant Variety Rights, Plant Variety Rights Off ice, 
White House Lane, Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 OLF 

UNITED STATES OF AMERlCA/ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE/VEREINIGTE STAATEN VON AMERlKA 

Mr. J. TRURAN, Agricultural Counsellor, U.S. Trade Representative, 1-3, Ave. de 
la Paix, Geneva, Switzerland 

II. OFFICER/BUREAU/VORSITZ 

M. J. RlGOT, President 

III. SECRETARIAT I SEKRETARIAT 

Dr. A. BOGSCH, Secretary-General of UPOV 
Mr. G. LEDAKIS, Legal Counsel of WIPO 
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